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matter is practically nil. The entire world seems to be inert matter,
the atman shines but rarely. Those who live on a higher plane act
on this principle, I saw that Raychandbhai did this,
Had he been living today, he would have certainly blessed the
present movement. It is based on dharma. No man who is im-
bued with compassion can but join it. The movement is sure to
produce excellent effects in the political, economic and other
spheres. But the happiest result will be that it will have saved
many persons and made some fit for moksha. If we do not dis-
cover this by the end of the year, life will become unbearable to
me,
Raychandbhai often used to say that he could bear being trans-
fixed with spears, but could not bear being stabbed with the spear
of the lies, the hypocrisies and the oppression which prevail in
the world and of irreligion masquerading as religion. He was full
of indignation over oppression and I often saw him boil over. The
whole world was his kith and kin. The grief which we feel at the
death of our own brother or sister, he used to experience at the
existence of suffering and death in the world. If somebody argued
that the people suffered for their own sins, he would ask what drove
them to sin. We call the time the Age of Kali when the path of
virtue is not easy but lies through hills and valleys. During this
Age, virtue is a rare sight in the world and vice flourishes, mas-
querading as virtue. If, in such a state of affairs, we wish to follow
the path of compassion, our hearts must be filled with unendurable
pain. Far better, we should feel, that the body should become
feeble and perish than that we should go on living in these condi-
tions.
This seems to me the real reason why Raychandbhai died at
such an early age. It is true indeed that he suffered from a disease,
but the pain he felt at the sight of suffering in the world was un-
bearable to him. If the physical disease had been the only
cause, he could have won the battle against it. But he was troubled
with the thought how in these evil times one could realize the
atman. Such a feeling is an indication of the spirit of compassion.
It is not the height of compassion to avoid killing a bug. True,
a bug may not be destroyed, but, at the same time, one should see
that one does not permit bugs to breed. Letting them breed is
more cruel than destroying them.
All of us let them breed. Jains do that and so do I, a Vaishnara1.
We do not know cleanliness. When we go on adding to our posses-
1A worshipper of Vishnu